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Ruby Nell Bridges Hall is an American 
civil rights activist. She was the first 
African American child to desegregate 
the all-white William Frantz Elementary 
School in Louisiana during the New 
Orleans school desegregation crisis on 
November 14, 1960. Bridges attended
a segregated kindergarten in 1959.

In early 1960, Bridges was one of six 
black children in New Orleans to pass 

the test that determined whether they could go to the all white 
William Frantz Elementary School. Two of the six decided to stay at 
their old school, Bridges went to Frantz by herself, and three 
children were transferred to McDonogh No. 19 and became known 
as the McDonogh Three.

Bridges and her mother were escorted to school by four federal
marshals during the first day that Bridges attended William Frantz
Elementary. In the following days of that year, federal marshals 
continued to escort Bridges to school.

Judge J. Skelly Wright's court order for the first day of integrated 
schools in New Orleans on Monday, November 14, 1960, was 
commemorated by Norman Rockwell in the painting, The Problem 
We All Live With (published in Look magazine on January 14, 1964).

Tony Penn, President & CEO
United Way of Tucson Southern Arizona


